
Webinar:
Going green with your ISA
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Are you interested in making a positive 
impact with your money?
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Your speakers
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Planning led – investment driven



Agenda
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1 Why Go Green?

2 EQ Investors’ approach to sustainable investing

3 Financial planning basics

4 Comparing our two sustainable portfolios



Why go green?



Why does this matter?
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Shorter showers

Switch off the lights

Take public transport

Reusable water bottle or coffee cup 

Buy local seasonal food

Electric car

Eat less meat & dairy

Fewer children

Fly less

Switch to renewable energy

Mend & re-use

Recycle

LED light bulbs

Unplug the TV

Bamboo toothbrush

Buy 2nd hand clothes

Insulate your home

Turn down the heating

What can we do?
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Investing sustainably

…invested in the Adventurous Positive Impact Portfolio during 2020

Environmental impact of £20,000…
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EQ Investors’ approaches to 
sustainable investing



This is a journey, our story so far
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Our evolution is a result of learning through doing

2008

Microfinance Institution 
launched in Sierra Leone

2012 2017

First Impact 
Report

2011

Private Equity 
Impact Fund launch

2015

Founding UK
B Corporation

2019

2018

Online impact 
calculator

2020



EQ’s approaches to sustainable investing
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(Source: EQ Investors, 2020, developed from Impact Management Project’s “Spectrum of Capital” approach) 

EQ Future 
Leaders 

Portfolios

EQ Positive 
Impact 

Portfolios



Invest to make an impact



EQ Positive Impact Portfolios

Maximise impact
Products & services that deliver a 
measurable social or environmental 
impact

Maximise returns
For each risk profile
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UN Sustainable Development Goals

• Big picture framework for thinking about impact

• $5-7 trillion needed per year to achieve the goals
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Investing  for the global goals
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We invest in We avoid

 Financial inclusion
 Impact enablers
 Sustainable infrastructure

 Armaments
 Gambling 
 Political corruption
 Poor governance

 Healthcare
 Education
 Affordable housing
 Social care
 Sanitation
 Sustainable food

 Tobacco 
 Alcohol
 Pornography 
 Human rights abuses
 Poor labour standards
 High sugar/fat foods

 Clean energy
 Energy efficiency
 Circular economy
 Natural resource conservation
 Sustainable transport

 Mining
 Coal
 Fossil fuel extraction
 Poor environmental practices
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Deposit-return machines to maximise plastic recycling
 75% market share of machines globally

 Well aligned with regulation and provides a proven method to help global plastic problem

Other business segments also forward thinking: sorting sensors and food waste reduction
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The impact achieved
£1 million invested in the EQ Positive Impact Adventurous portfolio during 2019:
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Social impacts

Based on our Positive Impact Report 2020 methodology. For details please visit: eqinvestors.co.uk/library/positive-impact-methodology-2020/



The impact achieved
£1 million invested in the EQ Positive Impact Adventurous portfolio during 2019:
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Based on our Positive Impact Report 2020 methodology. For details please visit: eqinvestors.co.uk/library/positive-impact-methodology-2020/

Environmental impacts
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8 year performance*
Cumulative Annualised

EQ Positive Impact Adventurous Portfolio 107.93% 9.58%
ARC Steady Growth 97.33% 8.87%

Past performance is not a guide to the future.
The value of investment and the income derived from it can go down as well as up and clients can get back less than they originally invested.

*Performance includes fund charges and EQ fees. Data as of 31/01/2021.  Source: Morningstar, FE, ARC
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Celebrating eight years of performance



Invest sustainably at lower cost



EQ Future Leaders Portfolios

Maximise Sustainability 
Credentials
Focus on ESG leading companies, 
sustainable themes and low carbon 
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Maximise returns
For each risk profile

Keep the costs low
Invest in index tracking funds and ETFs



Future Leaders: Sustainability credentials

• Avoiding harm
−Funds exclude the most controversial 

sectors. Including alcohol, armaments, 
gambling, tobacco, thermal coal

• Benefit stakeholders
−Funds select the most responsible (top 25% 

ESG rated) companies in each sector
• Additional sustainable themes

−Including healthcare, clean water, green 
bonds and clean energy companies
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ESG 
Leaders

Green 
Bonds

Health 
Care

Climate 
solutions

Clean 
Water



Financial Planning Basics



Which type of ISA?!
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We all need a safety net

• Although unpleasant, it is important to consider how we 
would cope in an emergency

• The best way to do this is having a cash buffer
• But how much?



Cash ISAs

− strict lending policy, high environmental policy

− as a mutual, building societies don’t invest

− only savings accounts 

− Provides mortgages for ‘green’ projects & simple savings 

accounts

− majority-owned by hedge funds since 2013… but still has 

ethical policy in place

Banks to consider:

ethicalconsumer.org good-with-money.com



Getting started



What goes into a portfolio?
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The magic of compounding

• Good habits & small changes make a real difference when 
combined with compounding

• ‘1 degree makes a huge difference over a long journey’
• Let your money work hard for you
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The difference when starting early

£0

£50,000

£100,000

£150,000

£200,000

£250,000

£300,000

£350,000

30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65

£363.59 p.m. from 30 £1,350.02 p.m. from 50
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EQ’s sustainable portfolios in 
comparison



Carbon footprint
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(Data: Urgentem, Analysis: EQ Investors, December 2020) 
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SDG mapping comparison
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(Holdings data for All Equity model portfolios: Morningstar, Analysis: EQ Investors, December 2020)
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Portfolio summaries

EQ Positive Impact Portfolios
• Invest in companies providing solutions 

to sustainability challenges
• Maximises performance for given risk 

profile
• Engagement creates additional impact
• Active funds

EQ Future Leaders Portfolios
• Invest in ESG leading companies within 

each sector
• Additional sustainable additional themes
• Maximises performance for given risk 

profile
• Passive funds, lower cost
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ESG 
Leaders

Green 
Bonds

Health 
Care

Clean 
Energy

Clean 
WaterPositive Impact Co’s ESG
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How to invest with EQ

It’s easy to get started:

• Start with £1,000 lump sum or £100 per month
• Invest in an ISA, Junior ISA, pension or investment account
• Transfer your existing investments

Visit: https://eqinvestors.co.uk/individuals/invest/now/
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https://eqinvestors.co.uk/individuals/invest/now/


Q&A
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Important information

The information contained in these slides should not be considered either 
as a personal recommendation to invest or confirmation of suitability of 
any investment for your personal circumstances.  If you are unsure about 
any investment, seek independent financial advice.  
Past performance is not a guide to the future.  The value of your 
investment and the income derived from it can go down as well as up and 
you can get back less than you originally invested.  
Our EQ’s service combines financial planning and investment advice.  As 
we typically use EQ Investors to provide investment solutions, this is 
classified as restricted advice.
EQ Investors is a trading name of EQ Investors Limited. We are authorised
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Firm reference number
539422. EQ Investors Limited is registered in England & Wales at 60
Gracechurch Street, London, EC3V 0HR. Company Number 0722330.

EQ/0319/306
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